The Southern Maine Scale Modelers  Annual Model Show, was held on March 12, 2005, in Biddeford, Maine..  This was my first-ever visit to this event.  
Bill Michaels
The Preliminaries: 
The club had no website, so show information and entry forms were not available.  However, the paper versions of the show’s flyer had gotten wide distribution.   The flyer had all the key info on it, including a good set of directions.

Cost to enter was $4 for the first five models, and only 50 cents for each additional one.  My seven entries cost only $5, a great deal.  Spectator admission was $2.   Juniors had free entry for all models, as well as free entry into the show.  
The Venue:
The show was held at the Rochambeau Club, in a room that was almost big enough to be a school gym.  The room had very high ceilings, which really made the space feel open and roomy.  The aisles between the models tables were very wide, so it was easy to get around.  

Food was available from the kitchen.  Burgers, hotdogs, fries, onion rings, and deserts were available, all at very reasonable prices.  There was plenty of space to sit and eat, in part because there were several vendor tables left empty.

The Big Problem:

Checking the weather forecasts the night before, it looked like the show day forecast of 6 to 12 inches of snow in the Boston area, and 12-18 inches in southern Maine would stop my son and I (and lots of others) from making the two hour drive.   However, on the morning of the show, the snow hadn’t started falling too heavily yet—it looked like we’d be able to get to the show, let it snow all day, and then go home when as the snow stopped, with the hope the plows would be on top of things by then.    

Our plan worked reasonably well, as the weather wasn’t too bad in Massachusetts or New Hampshire, but the snow was falling hard in Maine, and the roads were not too good. We perservered, and arrived after about 2.5 hours on the road.  When we got there, we found that the bad weather had kept a lot of people away…
Registration: 
Registration was well organized.  There was plenty of space to fill out forms, and plenty of pens available.  A half sheet of paper held the data for the model- the builder’s name did not appear on the form.   I do wish the forms were available online- it would save a lot of writing time when you get there. 
Competition:
There were 39 categories for entries.  There were eleven aircraft, six armor, eight auto, three ships, and four other categories.   Only a handful of the categories had more than three entries, and several had none or only one entry.

Four of the categories were for the juniors.  A gold silver and bronze medal system was used for the juniors.   A really nice touch was the score sheet used—the junior models were evaluated in three categories, earning one to three points.  A total of 8 or 9 points earned a gold, 5-7 earned a silver, and 3-4 earned a bronze.  Every junior entry received a completed score sheet, a medal, and a certificate.  

There was a “No Sweeps” rule- entrants were limited to one out of the three places in a category, There was a separate Out of Box award for most of the categories.    
Vendors:
There were only 3 vendors present in the room- a couple others had cancelled, and a couple just didn’t show up.  Still, I couldn’t resist the bargains at one of the tables, and came home with a selection of armor kits and accessories—7 kits for $23.  

Raffle:
Like many of us, a major attraction to me is a decent raffle.  The raffle was run on the usual “take your pick when your number is called” format.   Tickets were six for $5.    There was a nice selection of prizes, mostly armor and aircraft, kits and a few Walk Around-type of books.   The prizes were pretty much all useful things- no resin details or masks for kits nobody wants or has.     Also, there were two big prizes, which were drawn separately at the start of the awards ceremony, after the regular raffle was complete.  
The raffle was run in one session, near the end of the judging period, preceding the awards ceremony.  My son and I did quite well, probably in part because there weren’t that many people there.  
Judging and Awards:
Judging went well.  The announcers called for judging volunteers- there were so many I wasn’t needed.   Judging started on time, and seemed to go fairly quickly- again because there weren’t that many models entered. Most of the judges seemed to be from the host club.  

I must say I was very impressed by the judging- it was some of the best I’ve observed in a local show.   I spent some time eavesdropping while the judging teams deliberated over their categories.  The judges I observed were very thorough, they found some flaws on my models that no judge had noticed before.   The judges really evaluated the models- but, in order to do that, they handled a lot of them, especially the aircraft.  Now, some people feel that this is a big no-no, while others don’t seem to care.   If you’re in the former group, you have been forewarned!
The awards were very nicely done—they were nice plaques.  The awards ceremony went quickly.  It was a shame there were so few entries— the biggest aircraft category only had four entries.  I ended up with two models in categories by themselves!
Report Card:

What if you held a contest and (almost) no one came?  The bad forecast clearly kept a lot of people away.  DownEastCon is scheduled to be the first show of the spring season in New England- which means taking chances with the weather.   Still, the club did the best they could.   
Bottom line is I will go again next year.   The show seemed to be well organized, overall.    Club members told me that, in a typical year, the hall and tables are full. 
